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What does LGBTQ Stand for? 

• Lesbian 

• Gay  

• Bisexual 

• Transgender 

• Queer or Questioning 



Other terms of note 

• Sexual Orientation 

• Gender Identity 

• Gender Expression 



 



Population Data  
• According to recent national survey data, 

between 5.2 and 9.5 million adults in the US 
identify as LGB/T 

• 2.0 to 3.7 million children in the US have parents 
who identify as LGB/T 

• In Virginia, there are LGB couples in every county 
of the state. These couples are raising children in 
almost every county.  

• There are an estimated 1.5 million  
    transgender Americans. 



Rates of Discrimination 

• 11% of respondents in a Kaiser Family 
Foundation study reported a personal 
experience of housing discrimination because 
of their sexual orientation 

–35% of respondents knew someone who had 
been discriminated against because of their sexual 
orientation 

 



Rates of Discrimination 

• 1 out of 5 of transgender respondents 
reported experiencing housing discrimination 
because of their gender identity or expression 

 

Injustice at Every Turn: A Report of the National Transgender Discrimination Survey 
(National Center for Transgender Equality and National Gay and Lesbian Task Force) 
 



Rates of Discrimination 

Discrimination based on 
gender identity or 
expression often 
intersects with racial 
bias. 

Injustice at Every Turn: A Report of the National 
Transgender Discrimination Survey (National 
Center for Transgender Equality and National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force) 
 



Rates of Discrimination 

• 17% of transgender respondents had been 
evicted in their lifetime- 29% of those who 
had been evicted cited their gender 
expression or identity as the number one 
reason for the eviction 

 



Fair Housing Testing Shows 
Discrimination Across the Country  



Fair Housing Testing Shows 
Discrimination in Virginia 

• The Equal Rights Commission tested 
retirement communities in DC, Maryland and 
Virginia. Same-sex couples experienced 
discrimination 60% of the time. 



• HOME conducted 29 matched pair email tests 

• Of the 29 tests 31% showed differential 
treatment which favored the opposite sex 
couple.  

• In 18 tests both couples received a response. 
When compared, 50% of responses were 
more favorable to the opposite-sex couple.  

Fair Housing Testing Shows 
Discrimination in Virginia 



Moving forward 

• Virginia needs to pass legislation which 
prohibits discrimination in housing based on 
sexual orientation, gender identity and gender 
expression.  

 

• This discrimination is happening and can be 
prevented.  



 



What about federal housing 
programs? 

• The final rule on Equal Access in HUD programs 
was released in February 2012.  

• The rule applies to all members of the 
family/household 

• The actual or perceived marital status, sexual 
orientation, and gender identity cannot have an 
affect on whether or not a family/household is 
approved for programs 

• Examples of HUD programs- project based 
housing, housing choice vouchers, FHA loans, 
community development block grants 
 


